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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 12/13/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the references used do not teach a means for 
displaying a first and second image display area for editing. 

Ubale at al. (US 6,363,338) teaches a system that signal processing is done, 
even more specific, subband signals are quantized (column 3 lines 25-30) and is 
inherent that the subbands of a signal is examined by the system. Adjacent signals are 
also analyzed (overlapping samples are analyzed, of which would have to be adjacent 
signals in order to overlap, column 4 lines 48-60). Finally gain adjustments are 
executed according to the subband signal analysis (subband signals are modulated 
according to the gain profiles, column 10 lines 36-50). 

Miyazaki teaches a system for associating an image and a music playback time 
(abstract lines 1-4) and a plurality of arbitrary playback times for the audio data (the 
playback time position of the audio file is used to associate an image at the specific 
playback position of the audio file, paragraph [0024] lines 1-5). Miyazaki also teaches a 
second image data display means for displaying stil image data which is not linked with 
any audio data in a second image display area (Figure 16 depicts a display area of 
images that do not have linked audio files of which can be selected as the user desires 
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to associate an audio file at its playback position). Hiroyasu teaches a method for 
taking still picture image data and synchronizing audio data with it (column 7 lines 45- 
49) and a display unit having a playback time information display area to display 
playback-time position information of image data linked with selected audio data 
(column 11 lines 33-37). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have combined the references stated. The claim would have 
been obvious because the technique for improving a particular class of devices was part 
of the ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art, in view of the teaching 
of the technique for improvement in other situations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamagami (US 6,334,025) in view of Hiroyasu (US 6,658,527) and in further view of 
Miyazaki (US PGPub 2002/0033889). 
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As to claims 1 and 5, Yamagami discloses an information processing 
device (abstract lines 1-2) and a computer readable storage medium having an 
information processing program stored thereon that is executable by a computer 
(a personal computer is used, more specifically a CPU is used of which operates 
on stored executable programs from its computer readable storage medium, 
column 6 lines 35-50) capable of processing audio data linked with 
predetermined still image which the user desires (abstract lines 1-5), at each of 
positions on a display screen, first image data display means for displaying still 
Image data which is linked with selected audio data in a first image display area 
(abstract lines 6-8); insertion means for selecting desired still image data among 
the still image data which are not linked with any audio data (column 5 lines 53- 
55) and inserting the selected still image data in one of the first image display 
area (column 6 lines 40-44); and link means for linking the selected still image 
data to a selected audio data (column 10 lines 56-60). 

Yamagami does not disclose specifically using playback times, positions, 
or display areas or using a second image data display. Miyazaki teaches a 
system for associating an image and a music playback time (abstract lines 1-4) 
and a plurality of arbitrary playback times for the audio data (the playback time 
position of the audio file is used to associate an image at the specific playback 
position of the audio file, paragraph [0024] lines 1-5). Miyazaki also teaches a 
second image data display means for displaying stil image data which is not 
linked with any audio data in a second image display area (Figure 16 depicts a 
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display area of images tliat do not liave linl^ed audio files of which can be 
selected as the user desires to associate an audio file at its playback position). 
Hiroyasu teaches a method for taking still picture image data and synchronizing 
audio data with it (column 7 lines 45-49) and a display unit having a playback 
time information display area to display playback-time position information of 
image data linked with selected audio data (column 11 lines 33-37). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Yamagami with the use of 
playback information and a second image display unit as taught by Hiroyasu and 
Miyazaki respectively. Using playback-time information is a common tool used in 
video and audio editing programs, this allows for the pictures and sound to be 
positioned and linked in an easy and organized fashion. Using a second display of 
images to be linked is very important to have in a program that links images to audio 
files. Doing this would have provided a user-friendly and organized form of choosing 
any pictures in the display unit at the leisure of the user in order to link them to the 
audio files. 



As to claim 2, Yamagami discloses an audio and image linking method 
where identifiers (file header) is used to indicate the audio file being used and is 
modified upon linking with the image file (column 10 lines 41-55 and column 12 
lines 14-20). 
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As to claim 3, YamagamI discloses the link means rewrites a file header 
area of the selected still image data upon linking (column 10 lines 41-55 and 
column 12 lines 14-20). 

As to claim 4, Yamagami discloses the link means moves the selected still 
image data to a folder, in which the selected audio data is stored, upon linking 
(abstract lines 1-4 and column 12 lines 5-12). 

As to claim 6, Yamagami discloses said first image data display means 
displays the thumbnail images of the still image data which are linked with the 
selected audio data in the first image display area (abstract lines 6-8). 

As to claim 7, Yamagami discloses said first image data display means 
displays the thumbnail images of the still image data in the playback order from 
the top (figure 5). 

As to claim 8, Yamagami does not disclose specifically display thumbnail 
images of the images not linked with audio data. Miyazaki teaches said second 
image data display means displays thumbnail images of the still image data, 
which are not linked with any audio data in the second image display area (figure 
16). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Yamagami with the use of a 
second image display unit and image thumbnails as taught by Hiroyasu and 
Miyazaki. Using a second display of image thumbnails to be linked is very important 
to have in a program that links images to audio files. Doing this would have provided 
a user-friendly and organized form of choosing any pictures in the display unit at the 
leisure of the user in order to link them to the audio files. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Josiah 
Hernandez whose telephone number is 571-270-1646. The examiner can 
normally be reached from 7:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571 ) 272-7843. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

JH 

/David R Hudspeth/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



